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HOME program: www.home-at-lynden.org  
Recordings and downloads: www.lyndensculpturegarden.org/calendar/home-story-time 

 
Book, English & Spanish edition: Mamá the Alien | Mamá la Extraterrestre, written by René 
Colato Laínez and illustrated by Laura Lacámara 
HOME Story Time Readers: Julio Pabón [English reader] and Claudia Orjuela [Spanish reader]   
Art activity by Lynden art educator: Claudia Orjuela 
 
Introduction  

“Filled with imagination and humor, Mamá the Alien/Mamá la Extraterrestre is a sweet 

and timely immigration story, and a tender celebration of family, no matter which 
country (or planet) you come from” (Colato Laínez website) 

Activity 1: Let’s Share & Reflect! Questions for further discussion. 
 
1. What is the “BIG” secret Sofía discovers? What does she find? How does she find 

it?  

2. What was Mamá’s dream when she first came to the United States?  

3. Why doesn’t Papá have a card? Why doesn’t Sofía have a card?  

4. What languages does Sofía think Mamá knows?  

5. According to Sofía, what happens to Mamá at night?  

6. Why was Mamá happy when she first received her Resident Alien card? What 
does it allow her to do?  

7. Homonyms are words that sound the same and are spelled the same but have 
different meanings. Some examples are tear, address, close. What does the 
word “alien” mean? What are the different definitions for this word? Can you 
think of more homonyms? 

8. Why is Sofía only half alien? What would make her a full alien?  

9. Why does Sofía think Mamá is an alien when she sees her in the kitchen? What 
does she hear and see that makes her think this? 



 

 

10. Why do you think the government changed the name of the card from Resident 
Alien card to Permanent Resident card? What do you think motivated the 
change? 

11. Sofía’s dream is to be a basketball player. What dreams do you have? What do 
you aspire to be? What will you need to do to achieve your dreams? Who is 
someone that motivates and inspires you to achieve your dreams? Why is it 
helpful to study people who have worked hard to achieve their dreams? What 
can their stories teach us? How can they inspire us? 


